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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Examiner received instruction from primary Examiner Huy Nguyen via email on 
August 16, 201 1 to contact Applicant's Attorney/Agent for authorization to make 
Examiner's Amendment to correct non-statutory subject matter in Claims 1 , 9, 12, and 
19. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with John W. Fitzpatrick (Reg. # 41 , 01 8) on August 31 , 201 1 . Additional amendments 
to Claims 1 and 15-18 proposed by Applicant on August 30 201 1 were approved by 
examiners Eileen Adams and Gelek Topgyal The amended claims will recite as follows: 

1. A non transitory computer readable medium having a data structure for 
managing reproduction of at least still images recorded on the non 
transitory computer readable medium, comprising: 

a data area storing a first stream file and a second stream file, the 
first stream file including video data reproducing at least one still image, 
the second stream file including audio data 
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and a playlist area storing at least one playlist file the playlist file 
including at least one playitem and at least one sub-playitem, the at least 
one playitem indicating an in- point and an out-point that point to positions 
on a time axis of the first stream file for reproducing one still image when 
the time axis of one still image is pointed by between the in-point and the 
out-point 

and for reproducing a plurality of still images when the time axis of a 
plurality of still images are pointed by between the in-point and the out- 
point the at least one sub-playitem indicating an in-point and an out-point 
that point to positions on a time axis of the second stream file for 
reproducing the audio data 

wherein the at least one playitem includes first duration information 
and second duration information, the first duration information indicating 
whether to display the at least one still image for one of a finite and an 
infinite period of time, the second duration information indicating a 
duration for displaying the at least one still image (cant find), and the 
audio data being managed by the sub-playitem is reproduced 
independently from the at least one still image being managed by the 
playitem 

and wherein the at least one sub-playitem further includes first sync 
information and second sync information, the first sync information 
indicating a playitem associated with the at least one sub-playitem, the 
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second sync information indicating a presentation time in the playitem 
indicated by the first sync information, the presentation time being that the 
at least one sub-playitem's presentation is started. 

9. The non transitory computer readable medium of claim 1, 

wherein the at least one playitem includes identifiers identifying a 
clip of data including the at least one still image . 

12. The non transitory computer readable medium of claim 1, 

wherein the at least one playlist File further includes mark 
information, and the mark information includes a mark pointing to the at 
least one still image 

15. A method of reproducing a data structure for managing reproduction of 
at least still images recorded on a recording medium, comprising: 

reproducing a first stream file and a second stream file, the first 
stream file including video data reproducing at least one still image, the 
second stream file including audio data; 

and reproducing at least one playlist file, the at least one playlist file 
including at least one playitem and at least one sub-playitem, the at least 
one playitem indicating an in-point and an out-point that point to positions 
on a time axis of the first stream file for reproducing one still image when 
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the time axis of one still image is pointed by between the in-point and the 
out-point and for reproducing a plurality of still images when the time axis 
of a plurality of still images are pointed by between the in-point and the 
out-point, the at least one sub-playitem indicating an in-point and an out- 
point that point to positions on a time axis of the second stream file for 
reproducing the audio data, 

wherein the at least one playitem includes first duration information 
and second duration information, the first duration information indicating 
whether to display the at least one still image for one of a finite and an 
infinite period of time, the second duration information indicating a 
duration for displaying the at least one still image, and the audio data being 
managed by the sub-playitem is reproduced independently from the at 
least one still image being managed by the playitem, 

and wherein the at least one playitem sub-playitem further includes 
first sync information and second sync information, the first sync 
information indicating a playitem associated with the at least one sub- 
playitem, the second sync information indicating a presentation time in the 
playitem indicated by the first sync information, the presentation time 
being that the at least one sub-playitem's presentation is started. 
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16. An apparatus for reproducing a data structure for managing 
reproduction of at least still images recorded on a recording medium, 
comprising: 

a pick up configured to reproduce data recorded on the recording 
medium; and a controller configured to control the pick up to reproduce a 
first stream file and a second stream file, 

the first stream file including video data reproducing at least one still 
image, the second stream file including audio data, and configured to 
control the pick up to reproduce at least one playlist file, the at least one 
playlist file including at least one playitem and at least one sub-playitem, 
the at least one playitem indicating an in-point and an out-point that point 
to positions on a time axis of the first stream file for reproducing one still 
image when the time axis of one still image is pointed by between the in- 
point and the out-point and for reproducing a plurality of still images when 
the time axis of a plurality of still images are included between the in-point 
and the out-point, 

the at least one sub-playitem indicating an in-point and an out-point 
that point to positions on a time axis of the second stream file for 
reproducing the audio data, 

wherein the at least one playitem includes first duration information 
and second duration information, the first duration information indicating 
whether to display the at least one still image for one a finite and an infinite 
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period of time, the second duration information indicating a duration for 
displaying the at least one still image, and the audio data being managed 
by the sub-playitem is reproduced independently from the at least one still 
image being managed by the playitem, and wherein the at least sub- 
playitem further includes first sync information and second sync 
information, 

the first sync information indicating a playitem associated with the at 
least one sub-playitem, the second sync information indicating a 
presentation time in the playitem indicated by the first sync information, 
the presentation time being that the at least one sub-playitem's 
presentation is started. 

17. A method of recording a data structure for managing reproduction of at 
least still images recorded on a recording medium, comprising: 

recording a first stream file and a second stream file, the first stream 
file including video data reproducing at least one still image, the second 
stream file including audio data; 

and recording at least one playlist file, the at least one playlist file 
including at least one playitem and at least one sub-playitem, the at least 
one playitem indicating an in- point and an out-point that point to positions 
on a time axis of the first stream file for reproducing one still image when 
the time axis of one still image is pointed by between the in-point and the 
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out-point and for reproducing a plurality of still images when the time axis 
of a plurality of still images are pointed by between the in-point and the 
out-point, the at least one sub-playitem indicating an in-point and an out- 
point that point to positions on an time axis of the second stream file for 
reproducing the audio data, 

wherein the at least one playitem includes first duration information 
and second duration information, the first duration information indicating 
whether to display the at least one still image for one of a finite and an 
infinite period of time, the second duration information indicating a 
duration for displaying the at least one still image, and the audio data being 
managed by the sub-playitem is reproduced independently from the at 
least one still image being managed by the playitem, and wherein the at 
least one sub-playitem further includes first sync information and second 
sync information, 

the first sync information indicating a playitem associated with the at 
least one sub-playitem, the second sync information indicating a 
presentation time in the playitem indicated by the first sync information, 
the presentation time being that the at least one sub-playitem's 
presentation is started. 

18. An apparatus for recording a data structure for managing reproduction 
of at least still images on a recording medium, comprising: 
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a pick up configured to record data on the recording medium; and a 
controller configured to control the pick up to record a first stream file and 
a second stream file, the first stream file including video data reproducing 
at least one still image, the second stream file including audio data, 

and configured to control the pick up to record at least one playlist 
file, the at least one playlist file including at least one playitem and at least 
one sub-playitem, the at least one playitem indicating an in- point and an 
out-point that point to positions on a time axis of the first stream file for 
reproducing one still image when the time axis of one still image is pointed 
by between the in-point and the out-point and for reproducing a plurality of 
still images when the time axis of a plurality of still images are pointed by 
between the in-point and the out-point, the at least one sub- playitem 
indicating an in-point and an out-point that point to positions on a time axis 
of the second stream file for reproducing the audio data, 

wherein the at least one playitem includes first duration information 
and second duration information, the first duration information indicating 
whether to display the at least one still image for one of a finite and an 
infinite period of time, the second duration information indicating a 
duration for displaying the at least one still image, and the audio data being 
managed by the sub-playitem is reproduced independently from the at 
least one still image being managed by the playitem, and wherein the at 
least one sub-playitem further includes first sync information and second 
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sync information, the first sync information indicating a playitem 
associated with the at least one sub-playitem, the second sync information 
indicating a presentation time in the playitem indicated by the first sync 
information, the presentation time being that the at least one sub- 
playitem's presentation is started. 

19. The non transitory computer readable medium of claim 1, 

wherein the first stream file is separate from the second stream file. 

3. Applicant's amendment and remarks filed Feb 25, 201 0 with respect to the 
rejections of Claims 1, 9, 12, 15-19, 22, 28, 29, 35, 36, 42, 43, and 49 under 35 U.S.C. 
§1 03(a) have been considered and the rejections dated November 25, 2009 have been 
withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2-8, 10-11,1 3-1 4, 20-21 , 23-27, 30-34, 37-41 , and 44-48 have been 
canceled. Claims 1, 9, 12, 15-19, 22, 28, 29, 35, 36, 42, 43, and 49 are allowed. In 
regards to said claims the cited prior art fails to teach or suggest the respective 
limitations when considered as a whole, specifically: 
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a. first stream file for reproducing a plurality of still images when a plurality of 
still images are included between the in-point and the out-point, 

b. wherein the at least one playitem includes first duration information and 
second duration information, the first duration information indicating whether to 
display the at least one still image for one of a finite and an infinite period of time, 
the second duration information indicating a duration for displaying the at least 
one still image, and the audio data being managed by the sub-playitem is 
reproduced independently from the at least one still image being managed by the 
playitem 

c. and wherein the at least one sub-playitem further includes first sync 
information and second sync information, the first sync information indicating a 
playitem associated with the at least one sub-playitem, the second sync 
information indicating a presentation time in the playitem indicated by the first 
sync information, the presentation time being that the at least one sub-playitem's 
presentation is started. 

5. As per the independent Claims 1,15,16,17, and 1 8 Maruyama (US Patent No. : 

6, 385, 389) discloses A non-transitory computer readable medium having a data 
structure for managing reproduction of at least still images recorded on the 
computer readable medium, comprising: a data area storing a first stream file 
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and a second stream file, the first stream file including video data reproducing at 
least one still image, the second stream file including audio data (in at least Figs. 3 
and 8 - video and audio data areas; Figs. 6A, B - reproduction of video comprising still 
pictures and audio); and a playlist area storing at least one playlist file (at least Fig. 
16, video title set information having program chain information table; Col. 20, lines 20- 
44). 

Maruyama does not disclose but Ando (Pub. No. : US 2001 -0046371 ) discloses 
the playlist file including at least one playitem and at least one sub-playitem (Figs. 
7-10, 12, 28A, B and 43-48 - PGC or UDPGC having still picture and audio entry 
points), the at least one playitem indicating an in- point and an out-point that point 
to positions on a time axis of the first stream file for reproducing one still image 
when one still image is included between the in-point and the out-point (Figs. 7- 
10, 12, 28A, B - still picture entry points per time), and the at least one sub-playitem 
indicating an in-point and an out-point that point to positions on a time axis of the 
second stream file for reproducing the audio data (Figs. 28A, B, 43-48 - audio entry 
points per time), 

However, Maruyama and Ando do not disclose first stream file for reproducing 
a plurality of still images when a plurality of still images are included between the 
in-point and the out-point, and wherein the at least one playitem includes first 
duration information and second duration information, the first duration 
information indicating whether to display the at least one still image for one of a 
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finite and an infinite period of time, the second duration information indicating a 
duration for displaying the at least one still image, and the audio data being 
managed by the sub-playitem is reproduced independently from the at least one 
still image being managed by the playitem, and wherein the at least one sub- 
playitem further includes first sync information and second sync information, the 
first sync information indicating a playitem associated with the at least one sub- 
playitem, the second sync information indicating a presentation time in the 
playitem indicated by the first sync information, the presentation time being that 
the at least one sub-playitem's presentation is started. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eileen Adams whose telephone number is (571) 
270-3688. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday from 8:00- 
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4:30. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, William Vaughn can be reached on (571) 272-3922. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-270-4688 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have any questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 

/EILEEN ADAMS/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2481 

/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2484 
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